Spartan Daily, September 25, 2019 by San Jose State University, School of Journalism and Mass Communications
and through mod-




empowerment,” she said. 
“It’s so much more powerful 
when folks are together.”
The Survivor Advocate’s 
main focus is emotional sup-
port, providing an ear that 
survivors can talk to with 
full confidentiality and with-
out consequence. 
“Every time someone 
blames themselves, I let 
them know to take a breath 
and zoom out and see what’s 
really true and try to replace 
it with control and respond 
with compassion for them-
selves,” she said.
“Instead of saying I 
shouldn’t have been with 
those people, I shouldn’t have 
been drinking that day and 
wearing that thing, instead I 
want people to say ‘I am an 
innocent, good person,’ ” she 
said. “ ‘Another individual 
chose to be cruel, chose to 
be violent, who chose to hurt 
me.’ You can see how that’s a 
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California assembly member Evan 
Low told a class of San Jose State 
students that politics is “not sexy,” but 
emphasized that nevertheless, it needs 
diverse voices.
Low, a 2003 SJSU political science 
alumnus, discussed the importance 
of lobbying to social work graduate 
students in the Boccardo Business 
Complex on Friday. 
Lobbying is the act of attempting to 
influence government leaders to create 
legislation.
Low was the former mayor of 
Campbell and has represented Assembly 
District 28 of California since 2014.
His district includes Campbell, 
Cupertino and West San Jose, among 
other locations.
Early in the talk, Low laid the 
groundwork for the uphill climb that 
he said students face when dealing with 
politicians.
“You’re a graduate student in social 
work, [looking] to effectuate change, 
to help people who are being screwed 
each and every day by these politicians,” 
Low said.
Low then said that it is not 
uncommon for most people to have no 
idea who their local representatives in 
government are.
“The decision makers who are 
helping and/or hurting our daily lives, 
we are not holding them to account,” 
he said. “Therein lies the big problem. 
Most people are not civically engaged 
and civic-minded.”
He posed a question to the 40-plus 
students in attendance, asking them to 
close their eyes and picture a politician.
The traits the audience came up with 
were old, white, rich and male. 
“How do we change that?” Low 
said. “If there are so many problems 
in society, and we believe that the 
vast majority consist of what you just 
described, then how do we make sure 
that they have a heart and that they also 
understand the challenges of everyday 
people like all of us?” 
Low compared the challenges of a 
typical California State University 
student who is working multiple jobs 
while taking care of family with a 
After allegedly firing 
multiple bullets in public, 
some of which hit the 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Library, 21-year-old suspect 
Joseph Vicencio left the 





Huh said he 
was tending 
a busy bar 
T h u r s d a y 
night when 
a visibly 
nervous Vicencio walked 
into the restaurant and asked 
to use the restroom.
Huh said that he usually 
denies passersby use of the 
restroom, but because the bar 
was so busy and the alleged 
shooter looked so distressed, 
Huh allowed him access.
Huh said that after 
realizing the identity of the 
shooter, he is glad that he 
made the choice to let him 
use the bathroom.
“He could’ve popped off 
in here if I said no,” Huh said.
After eight minutes had 
passed the Vicencio left the 
bathroom.
“He came out with 
different shoes on, different 
pants on, another shirt and 
another backpack,” Huh said.
The following day Huh 
was confronted by San 
Jose police to review video 
footage that clearly showed 
the face of the suspect and 
on Saturday police returned 
to Peanuts to check the glass 
door for fingerprints.
Huh has been the owner 
of Peanuts since June of last 
year and has never had an 
experience like this in that 
time.
“It’s really scary to know 
that stuff like that can just 
pop off around here,” Huh 
said, “there’s a lot of students 
here, these people (shooters) 
look like students.”
Huh is aware that his 
contribution to police helped 
aid the search for Vicencio 
and he does not know if 
they would have found him 
without the video footage.
He said that the businesses 
around campus are part of 
the SJSU community as 
much as the campus itself 
is and that when things like 
this happen, everyone just 
needs to do what they can.
“I’m just glad they found 
him and that the picture 
helped,” Huh said.
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Assembly member Evan Low speaks to a group of social work graduate students in the Boccardo Business Complex.
By Brendan Cross
STAFF WRITER
POLITICS | Page 2
For students who are victims and 
survivors of abuse, violence or sexual 
assault, it can often seem like the college 
world is against them. 
Victims between the ages of 18-24 
made up 54% of all reported sexual vio-
lence crimes in 2002-2014, according to 
the Bureau of Justice Statistics.
The San Jose State Survivor Advocacy 
program aims to spread the message 
that victims and survivors have support 
and guidance in their journey toward 
healing.
The program offers safety planning 
for victims, relationship navigation and 
guidance for coming out to loved ones 
about trauma within both individual 
and group sessions.
The SJSU confidential 
Survivor Advocate, who asked 
that her name not be used, 
heads the program.
She began her work with 
survivor advocacy and 
harm prevention while she 
was an undergraduate at the 
University of California at 
Santa Cruz and participated 
in The Vagina Monologues. 
The advocate said she 
found power in creating 
a community of agency 
among her peers. 
Identifying herself as a survivor, she 
found power in talking about her expe-
riences with other victims and survi-
vors.
“It just showed me how we can heal 
through community, through the truth 
Survivor Advocate 
helps victims heal
By Erica Lizarrago 
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HUH
PHOTO COURTESY SAN JOSE POLICE DEPARTMENT
Peanuts Deluxe Cafe owner Joe Huh provided 
person-of-interest photos to San Jose police.
I’m just glad they
found him and 
that the picture 
helped. 
Joe Huh
Peanuts Deluxe Cafe owner
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The Spartan Daily prides 
itself on being the San Jose 
State community’s top news 
source. New issues are 
published every Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday 
throughout the academic 
year and online content 
updated daily. 
The Spartan Daily is 
written and published by 
San Jose State students as 
an expression of their 
First Amendment rights. 
Reader feedback may be 
submitted as letters to the 








































The Spartan Daily corrects 
all signifi cant errors that are 
brought to our attention. 
If you suspect we have 
made such an error,  
please send an email to 
spartandaily@gmail.com.
EDITORIAL POLICY
Columns are the opinion 
of individual writers and 
not that of the Spartan 
Daily. Editorials refl ect 
the majority opinion 
of the Editorial Board, 
which is made up of 
student editors.
Crime Blotter
Bench warrant issued if no 
court appearance
Sept. 21, 1:21 a.m. at South 10th 
St./East San Salvador St.
Adult arrest
Th eft  of personal property
Sept. 21, 1:19 p.m. at Spartan 




Sept. 22, 4:40 a.m. at Clark Hall
Adult cited
Sell/Etc liquor to minor
Sept. 22, 4:44 a.m. at Campus 
Village 2
Juvenile student conduct
Assault with a deadly weapon 
other than a fi rearm/resisting 
arrest/obstruction/possession 
of unlawful paraphernalia




Sept. 22, 10:16 p.m. at Campus 
Village B
Report fi led
Possession of controlled 
substance
Sept. 23, 2:29 a.m. at East Santa 
Clara St./South 1st St.
Arrest
Recovered stolen vehicle
Sept. 23, 3:31 a.m. at East Hum-
boldt St./South 5th St.
Report fi led
very different story.”
For the advocate, no story 
or healing process is “a one 
size fits all,” but the key aspect 
is going back to students’ 
wants and needs. 
Some students come into 
her office believing they don’t 
have enough evidence, but the 
Survivor Advocate focuses 
on creating a space where 
survivors feel safe sharing 
their experience.
“It’s important for people to 
know that they don’t need to 
share their whole story. They 
do not need evidence. I will 
just believe them,” she said. 
“It’s very simple to me.” 
She and other advocates 
hope to shift the current 
culture’s narrative toward 
believing the words of victims 
and survivors and away from 
the idea that there’s a plethora 
of false accusations. 
She seeks to challenge 
what society says to victims 
instead of contributing to 
false narratives. The advocate 
said choosing words carefully 
around victims can allow 
them to open up and heal. 
The program does not 
report sexual violence crimes 
to police or Title IX, but strives 
to fully explain a survivors’ 
rights to options that would 
best accommodate them.
Rape is the most under-
reported crime; only 37% 
of sexual assaults in the 
general public are reported to 
police. On college campuses 
that number drops to 10%, 
according to the nonprofit 
Rape, Abuse & Incest National 
Network.
The advocate assists 
survivors who do decide 
to report to police during 
questioning, can provide 
support during hearings 
and apply necessary 
accommodations with 
professors, housing, classes 
and helping students take a 
semester off. 
The program also 
encourages students to seek 
help on how to approach a 
circumstance in which they 
believe their loved one is in a 
harmful situation or has been 
a victim of assault.
In her time as Survivor 
Advocate at SJSU, she has 
heard many different survivor 
stories, which she said can 
make her job painful.
“I think seeing the ways 
the world fails them,” she said. 
“The traumas they experience 
is extremely severe, but there’s 
also the trauma of how the 
world reacts badly, that’s what 
hurts me the most.” 
The Survivor Advocate and 
her team at Counseling and 
Psychological Services are 
beginning a new workshop 
series called “Seeking Peace 
from Abuse,” which focuses 
on creating a community 
where those impacted can 
find safety, empowerment 
and healing.
The workshop series 
started  Sept. 18 and runs 
every Wednesday from 1-2:30 
p.m.
She hopes survivors like 
her break the silence 
around victim’s 
trauma and want 




“ P e o p l e 
who have been 
impacted by 
these forms of 
harm are everywhere. 
They’re your doctor, they’re 
your teacher, they’re your 
classmate, your boyfriend. 
We’re everywhere,” she said. 
“You already know one of us.”
The campus Survivor 
Advocate’s office is located on 
the third floor of the Student 
Wellness Center and can be 
reached for 24/7 support at 
408-924-7300 or through 
email, survivoradvocate@sjsu.
edu.
The traumas they 
experience is 
extremely severe, 
but there’s also the 
trauma of how the 
world reacts badly, 
that’s what hurts 
me the most.
Confi dential Survivor Advocate
HEALING
Continued from page 1
student who has a “silver 
spoon” without having many 
problems to worry about.
He said that he ran for 
elected office because of his 
graduation journey.
Low said he worked 
at a restaurant to pay for 
classes at De Anza College 
and couldn’t  graduate on 
time after transferring to 
SJSU because of class size 
reductions.
He said that politicians 
who went through the silver-
spoon path have different 
priorities than those that 
went through his path.
“Imagine if you had 
candidates who talk like 
you, who think like you, 
who look like you, who can 
relate to you and who speak 
to your issues,” Low said. 
“That’s why we try to get 
more people like you 
engaged and involved. 
Politics is actually okay, it’s 
not daunting, it’s not scary.”
He concluded by 
encouraging students to 
think about politics in a 
different way. 
“This is why your 
engagement is so important, 
so we can help and think 
about those that are voiceless 
and advocate and provide 
them an avenue,” Low said.
Social work graduate 
student Cristina Soresca said 
she was impressed by Low’s 
accomplishments in politics 
at the age of 36.
“I think it’s very inspiring, 
being an Asian American 
myself, knowing that he 
accomplished so much at 
such at a young age,” Soresca 
said. “He represents a lot of 
our social work.”
Noe Monje, a social work 
graduate student, said that 
he enjoyed how relatable 
Low seemed to be.
“I felt like he was an 
honest man, he has a lot on 
his plate, we could definitely 
relate to him as a person,” 
Monje said. “I think him 
coming over here to San Jose 
State opened up eyes, not 
just mine but also my peers.”
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Follow Erica on Instagram
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Ambar Gonzalez (left), community organizing fellow for the Services, Immigrant Rights 
and Education Network talks to Dean of the College of Education Heather Lattimer (right) 
while Lattimer registers to vote. The event was sponsored by Telemundo 48 on Tuesday 
at the 7th Street Plaza to advocate for young voter registration in upcoming elections.
Spartans get out and register to vote
Imagine if you had 
candidates who talk like 
you, who think like you, 
who look like you, who 
can relate to you and 




2003 political science alumnus
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Husky hound helps human health
Follow Jaileane on Twitter
@Jaileane1
A new hidden gem 
on Santa Clara Street 











354 E Santa Clara St., 





When I walked into 
The Last Round Tavern, 
I immediately thought it 
looked like a place seen in 
a movie – and I’d love to be 
in that film.
The restaurant is a new 
family-owned business 
that recently opened in 
the summer. 
The pictures on the wall 
gave me a familiar vibe even 
though I had never been 
there before. The ambience 
felt very welcoming and the 
decorations reminded me of 
an old coming-of-age movie.  
Caleb Orozco, a 26-year-
old San Jose resident, partial 
owner and one of the 
main cooks, said that the 
decor was inspired by his 
boxing background. 
“I started boxing when I 
was 10 and I had my first 
fight when I was 11,” Orozco 
said. “Boxing and training 
has been a big part of my 
life growing up.” 
Orozco explained the 
ingredients of the restaurant 
recipes and how some of 
the food was served in other 
family-owned restaurants 
in South San Jose.   
“Everything is homemade,” 
Orozco said. “We have 
homemade dough and all the 
meats are cooked in house 
with family recipes.” 
The flavors in the food 
tasted great and appeared 
to have fresh ingredients. 
When I looked at the menu, 
I decided to try some of its 
most popular items.   
The “Italian Special” was 
a sandwich that came with 
veggies, cheese and three 
kinds of meats. All of these 
flavors reminded me of 
something from a deli in a 
small Italian town. 
When trying “The Works” 
sandwich I noticed it was 
fairly similar to the “Italian 
Special”, but this one came 
with a touch of mustard that 
didn’t overpower it as a whole.
There were also some 
selections with less meats like 
the “Cubano”. 
The sandwich had the right 
amount of salt with the right 
amount of cheese that makes 
your mouth water. The pickles 
also had sweet and salty 
taste that complemented the 
sandwich very well. 
Incorporated into the 
menu were pizzas. A majority 
of these pizzas were a 
meat-lovers playground. 
The Cubano pizza had 
some kick of spiciness, yet it 
did not take away from the 
sensation in your mouth. 
However, I found that there 
were some drawbacks with 
the pizzas that contained a lot 
of meat. 
The “S.O.B.” pizza was 
served with chorizo and sour 
cream that made it a bit too 
greasy. However, if paired 
with the right kind of beer, it 
can actually be pretty tasty.
While the food on the 
menu was great, there were 
not many people there 
during dinner hours. 
Maybe it’s because it’s 
a newer restaurant or there 
was no air conditioner. I 
was getting sweaty before 
I was even able to bite into 
my food. 
Orozco said the air 
conditioning is a work in 
progress and a system should 
be installed soon. 
Though the food was good, 
it was kind of disappointing 
that a location with the word 
“tavern” in its name did not 
include a larger selection 
of alcohol. 
Orozco said beer will be the 
restaurant’s biggest focus, but 
it is still a work in progress. 
Students will also receive a 
15% discount with a valid ID. 
In a few weeks, happy hour 
may be an addition to the 
upcoming changes for the 
restaurant. Orozco said it will 
include discounted pizzas and 
deals on pitchers of beer.  
During the upcoming 
weeks, Orozco said he would 
like to open on Sundays for 
football season. He said the 
current limited hours are 
because of a staff shortage. 
Orozco explained that 
his family takes pride in the 
quality of The Last Round 
Tavern and do not wish 
to deliver anything less 
than top quality. 
After starting college, 
most freshmen fear the 
Freshman 15. But for 
environmental studies 
freshman Sonia Roman, her 
7-month-old Siberian husky 
has kept her on her feet.
Roman has to stay active 
to keep up with the 
blue-eyed Luna.
Research shows pets can 
improve the quality of life for 
many college students who 
benefit from owning a cat 
or a dog, according to the 
American College Health 
Association.
But owning a pet can be a 
huge commitment, especially 
if your dog is still young.
Huskies are one of the 
most popular dog breeds 
to own because of their 
unique playful personalities 
and looks, according to the 
American Kennel Club.
Roman’s family searched 
for huskies in multiple places 
before finding Luna. While 
looking, they found that 
the breed was either too 
expensive or just not 
the right dog.
She joined Roman’s 
family as a 3-month-old 
after Roman’s older brother 
purchased Luna from a local 
dog owner. 
Roman’s family always 
thought about adding a 
husky to their family. 
They previously owned a 
Chihuahua before Luna and 
decided it’d be a good idea 
to bring her in so she could 
grow up with Roman’s 
little brother. 
Rather than binge-
watching Netflix like most 
college students do, Roman 
has been able to establish a 
routine in college that works 
for both her and 
Luna’s lifestyle. 
Luna not only helps 
Roman stay mobile, but 
she also helps her with her 
emotions. Roman said her 
dog helps her de-stress 
whenever she comes home 
from a busy day of school.
“She helps me 
emotionally,” Roman said. 
“Whenever I’m stressed 
with school work, I take her 
for a walk. She also loves 
cuddling, so that’s great too.”
Roman said she pretended 
JAILEANE AGUILAR | SPARTAN DAILY
to have mental breakdowns 
in front of Luna so she 
could test her reaction. Luna 
responded by immediately 
jumping onto Roman and 
checking to make sure 
she was OK.
Luna has helped her feel 
less lonely while in college 
by keeping her company and 
always putting a smile 
on her face. 
“She loves walking and 
running around. Whenever 
I take her home, my family 
loves her. She’s been able to 
bring us so much happiness 
to our family, [and] she’s 
been able to grow up with 
my little brother,” 
Roman said. 
She said if Luna ever 
notices that her owner is 
not feeling her best, she will 
bring her toys to play and 
liven up Roman’s mood.
The 56-pound husky has 
helped Roman set up not 
only a physical routine, but 
an academic routine as well.
“I have a schedule because 
of her. I know I have to 
Environmental studies freshman Sonia Roman said that Siberian husky Luna has helped improve her mental health. 
finish my work before it gets 
dark so I can take her [on 
a walk] to get her energy 
drained,” Roman said.
Huskies’ personalities 
consist of being a lot 
more playful and friendly 
compared to other dogs. 
Although the black 
and white husky can be 
adorable, she still loves 
causing trouble. 
Roman said Luna has a 
new hobby: chewing socks. 
Despite the trouble, 
Roman feels owning Luna 
has helped bring her more 
confidence in life. 
“I wouldn’t go outside 
before her,” Roman said. 
“San Jose isn’t a safe place to 
always walk around in. But 
with her, I feel safe.”
I wouldn’t go outside before her. San 
Jose isn’t a safe place to always walk 











Apartment Animals will 
appear every week on 
Wednesday.
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– send a letter to the editor –
Letters to the Editor may be placed in the letters to the editor box in 
the Spartan Daily offi  ce in Dwight Bentel Hall, Room 209 or emailed 
to spartandaily@gmail.com to the attention of the Spartan Daily 
Opinion Editor.
Letters to the Editor must contain the author’s name, address, phone 
number and major. Letters become property of the Spartan Daily and 
may be edited for clarity, grammar, libel and length. Only letters of 
300 words or less will be considered for publication. 
Published opinions and advertisements do not necessarily refl ect 
the views of the Spartan Daily, the School of Journalism and Mass 
Communication or SJSU. Th e Spartan Daily is a public forum. 
AM PM
SJSU Student Union Ballroom
Attend the Lucas
Graduate School
of Business Open House 
“El Espartano Noticias”
Dear Spartan Daily,
     I understand the need for the Spartan Daily to be inclusive, but publishing parts 
of the Daily in Spanish is not inclusive. It is discriminatory.
     I am happy to support a student publication that publishes in a language that all 
students at SJSU can understand – English. English is what unites every student 
on this campus. Other languages do not.
     Would you be kind enough to publish only in English?
Th ank you, 
Peter Reynolds
Graduate Studies
LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Have a story idea?
Contact us at
spartandaily@gmail.com.
Vinyl records aren’t threatening the planet
John Bricker
STAFF WRITER
SOURCE: STATISTA AND THE RECORDING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA. INFOGRAPHIC BY JOHN BRICKER
Do not let anyone 
convince you that your 
vinyl record collection 




could threaten the 
environment, natural 
buying habits and 
new developments in 
manufacturing make 
this issue irrelevant.
It makes sense some 
would be concerned 
about the amount of 
new LPs, given the 
medium’s meteoric rise 
in popularity over the 
last decade.
According to Statista, 
an online business 
data platform, in their 
analysis of a Nielsen 
report, U.S. vinyl 
album sales grew 
for the thirteenth 
consecutive year in 
2018, with 16.8 million 
LPs sold.
As new records flood 
the market to meet 
growing demand, some 
vinyl lovers expressed 
environmental concerns 
about the material used 
to manufacture LPs.
Chicago electronic 
producer Benn Jordan 
recently observed in a 
blog post titled, “I’m 
Sorry, But No More 
Vinyl,” the polyvinyl 
chloride, or PVC, used to 
make vinyl records will 
break down as LPs age, 
releasing chlorine gas.
Along with pointing 
out how harmful this 
material is when left  to 
decompose in landfi lls, 
Jordan wrote that PVC 
is, “Nearly impossible to 
recycle on a consumer 
level, and very dangerous 
and ineffi  cient to recycle 
on an industrial level.”
Th e content of vinyl 
records would not 
be a concern if LPs 
decomposed quickly. 
But PVC is added to 
records to preserve them 
and quite eff ectively too.
According to the 
Ultimate Classic Rock 
website, vinyl records left  
in a landfi ll could take 
centuries to decompose 
under the right 
conditions and could 
even leak other hazardous 
materials like heavy 
metals and carbon black.
Carbon black can 
cause adverse effects 
if ingested orally but 
the Environmental 
Protection Agency 
classifies it as low risk.
Th ese scaremongering 
warnings assume that a 
large majority of records 
now in production will 
soon be discarded.
As anyone who has 
parents who collected 
vinyl records knows, that 
is simply not the case.
Especially as vinyl grows 
more and more profi table, 
the young adults that are 
discovering records will 
most likely want to hang 
on to them for years and 
could eventually hand 
them down to future 
generations.
And for those who 
do not have relatives 
or friends to pass their 
collections onto, the local 
record shop or online 
marketplace is a lot more 
appealing than the dump.
According to Forbes, 
impressive sales reports 
documenting vinyl’s boom 
oft en do not take used LP 
sales into account, which 
are just as massive.
Forbes reported that 
used vinyl sales from 
physical retailers, eBay and 
Discogs roughly match the 
sales of new vinyl records 
even without including 
small local sellers.
Out of my personal 
collection of 49 vinyl 
records, only four of 
them are new.
Like plenty of young 
people starting to collect 
records, money is a 
concern, leading me to 
sort through clearance 
bins for older records 
that I can pick up for only 
a dollar or two, which 
keeps LPs out of landfi lls.
Despite the healthy 
used market, accelerating 
production of new LPs 
would still be a concern 
if not for promising 
technology that will 
make the production 
of vinyl much more 
environmentally friendly.
According to a 
2016 Discogs blog 
post, a group of 
Dutch companies are 
collaborating on The 
Green Vinyl Records 
project, an effort to 
reduce the costs of 
LP production by 
using 65% less energy 
than traditional vinyl 
pressing through 
injection molding.
Green Vinyl Records 
completely avoids 
using PVC to create 
their LPs according to a 
YouTube video posted 
by Symcon Group, 
one of the companies 
working on the project.
Although vinyl 
records are made 
of scary stuff , new 
production techniques 
and collector’s natural 
desire to preserve old 
records can stop us from 
poisoning our landfi lls 
with discarded vinyl.
You do not have to 
feel guilty about your 
collection of vinyl records.
But preserve a bit 
of history with your 
collection and avoid 
bright and shiny 
represses you will throw 
away after a year or two.
Follow John on Twitter
@JohnMichaelBr15
You do not 
have to feel 
guilty about 
your collection 










19. Former Italian currency
20. Elderly
21. A leg (slang)





32. A company that fl ies
35. Physicians
39. Gambling house
40. A Japanese feudal baron





50. Loose fl esh under the jaws
















5. Man-made fi ber





11. 58 in Roman numerals
12. Moses’ brother
13. Schemes




27. Teller of untruths
28. Constellation bear
29. The triforium of a church
31. Style






















Complete the grid so that every row, column and 
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
  JOKIN’
AROUND
What’s a pirate’s 
favorite letter?
You think it’s R 
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Play Russian games, win Russian prizes
Chris Villegas-Voreck
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY EDUARDO TEIXEIRA
When did the concept 
of election security 
become a partisan issue? 
Two months aft er 
President Donald Trump 
was elected, United 
States intelligence 
offi  cials issued a report 
that detailed Russian 
attempts to infl uence 
and interfere in the 2016 
presidential election. 
The Russian 
interference took the 
form of thousands of 
dollars of Facebook ads 
and cyber-espionage, 
where multiple high-
profile Democrats had 
their email accounts 
and data targeted.
This was in order 
to gain access to 
embarrassing and 
personal information, 
to further discredit the 
Democratic Party. 
Almost a year later, 
the Senate Intelligence 
Committee released 
a report that backed 
intelligence agency 
fi ndings that Russia had 
infl uenced the election to 
ensure Trump’s victory. 
Th is further enshrined 
the committee’s 
belief that Russia was 
systematically trying to 
weaken and discredit 
American democracy. 
As stated in the 
report, “Russian efforts 
to influence the 2016 
U.S. presidential 
election represent the 
most recent expression 
of Moscow’s long 
standing desire to 
undermine the U.S.-
led liberal democratic 
order, but these 
activities demonstrated 
a significant escalation 
in directness, level of 
activity and scope of 
effort compared to 
previous operations.” 
Keep in mind, this 
is not a “crackpot” 
conspiracy theory pushed 
by liberal or conservative 
supporters. Th ese 
are facts verifi ed and 
corroborated by our own 
intelligence organizations. 
So, the big question is, 
what is Congress doing 
to prevent a repeat of a 
foreign interference in 
the 2020 elections?
So far, nothing 
substantial.
There have been 
multiple bills that have 
gone to the Senate for 
discussion after passing 
the House, but the self-
named “Grim Reaper,” 
Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, has 
not allowed most of 
them to go to the floor 
for debate. 
To name a few: In July, 
McConnell shot down 
a measure that would 
authorize $775 million 
to be allocated to state 
election systems and 
require paper ballots as 
an additional 
security measure. 
He then prevented 
another proposal that 
would have required all 
candidates, their staffers 
and family members 
to inform the federal 
authorities if they were 
offered any kind of aid 
by foreign governments, 
which was inspired by 
the events of the 
2016 elections. 
A byproduct of 
both McConnell’s 
bill blocking and the 
building frustration 
of Senate inaction, the 
nickname “Moscow 
Mitch” was born. 
The name implies 
the Senator is a Russian 
asset that is helping 
push Russian interests. 
At the very least, 
blocking the numerous 
election security bills 
portrays McConnell in 
a negative light. 
When asked about 
the nickname, he 
said, “It’s modern-day 
McCarthyism, . . . You 
know, I can laugh about 
things like the ‘Grim 
Reaper’, but calling me 
‘Moscow Mitch’ is over 
the top.” 
Th e thing is, I pity 
Mitch McConnell. While 
he is certainly the face 
and driving force of the 
Republican-controlled 
Senate, passing or 
defeating election 
security bills does not 
entirely fall upon him. 
I ask you to keep 
in mind each and 
every Senator is an 
autonomous, free 
thinking individual 
and therefore not 
completely beholden 
to party politics. Th e 
Republicans have only 
a 53-47 majority in the 
Senate and it would only 
take 4 of those Senators 
to vote yes on the 
aforementioned election 
security bills. (Or 13 to 
avoid the fi libuster.)
It’s astonishing that 
not even 4 out of 53 
Republican Senators 
have the courage to 
“break ranks” and defy 
the “will of the party” 
as dictated 
by McConnell.
I ask you, do you want 
a government that will not 
even debate the issue of 
election security, even aft er 
there is credible evidence 
of foreign interference? 
McConnell shutting 
down bills before even 
having a discussion on 
them is tantamount to a 
child plugging in its ears 
and screaming “La La La.” 
To Senate 
Republicans, I implore 
you to think for 
yourself, not simply 
along party lines. 
To Mitch McConnell, 
I say if you want to 
get rid of the moniker  
“Moscow Mitch,” you 
simply need to stop 
acting like a Russian 
asset, and defend our 
democratic voting 
institutions.
Follow Chris on Twitter
@ChrisVoreck
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Men’s golf team ready for its season
By Brendan Cross
 STAFF WRITER
The San Jose State men’s 
golf team played up to 
par and placed third out 
of 16 schools in its first 
tournament of the season, 
Sept. 15-17.
Before the tournament, 
head coach John Kennaday 
said the team is gelling well 
together.
“The new guys have 
been warmly accepted 
and are working hard 
and are trying to earn the 
respect and admiration 




in Iowa has served as 
the opening tournament 
for the Spartans in each 
of the last three seasons, 
with this year’s finish 
being the highest of 
the three.
Kevin Velo and Ben 
Campbell, seniors on 
last year’s team, are both 
student assistant coaches 
this season.
Prior to the tournament, 
sophomore Parker Sisk 
said he’s learned a lot from 
Velo and Campbell, as well 
as junior Bryce Wortman 
and senior team captain 
Nate Jetter. 
“I’ve definitely learned 
a lot from [those four] 
when it comes to practice 
habits and daily routine,” 
Sisk said.
Sisk finished the 
tournament tied for 21st, 
his best finish as a Spartan.
Kennaday was pleased 
with how his team 
performed as a whole.
“I think we learned a lot 
this week, a remarkable bit 
about who and what we 
are,” Kennaday said. “For 
this early in the season 
that’s a godsend.”
SJSU got off to a slow 
start and was tied for 11th 
after the first round of the 
three-round tournament.
Jetter said that the team 
came together after the first 
round and regrouped.
“We had a long meeting 
that night, talking about 
how our expectations 
might have been a little 
out of hand,” Jetter said. 
“I think that some of the 
younger guys, and some 
of our veterans, including 
myself, we recentered and 
went out the next day with 
a sense of ‘We can do this.’ ”
The meeting proved 
fruitful as the Spartans 
held a share of fifth place 
after the second round, 
eventually climbing to a 
third place finish.
All together, SJSU 
shot an 869, one 
The Spartans also 
had two golfers play as 
individuals whose scores 
did not count toward the 
team’s final score.
Freshman Carl Corpus 
competed individually and 
finished 10th overall in 
the field.
“[Corpus] played 
brilliantly,” coach Kennaday 
said. “He certainly has 
earned the respect of his 
teammates. Not just by 
what he shot, but by how 
he played.”
Corpus, along with 
Shetler, Wortman and 
Sisk each had at least two 
rounds of par-or-better 
play on the par-72 course.
While Kennaday would 
have, of course, preferred 
to win, his eyes are set on 
seeing the team constantly 
improve with each 
upcoming tournament.
“I’m looking to get 
better,” Kennaday said. 
“We could win and not get 
better and it would be a 
waste of time.”
Going forward, Jetter 
said that he likes the 
direction the team is 
going in.
“We have all the talent 
that we need to compete 
with anyone in the nation,” 
Jetter said. “Being able 
to bounce back from 
being a little behind and 
finishing in third is huge 
for confidence.”
SJSU’s next tournament 
is the Nick Watney 
Fresno Invitational 
starting Monday.
PHOTO COURTESY JOHN KENNADAY
Senior and captain Nate Jetter tees off  at the Golfweek Conference Challenge in Iowa. Jetter helped the Spartans 
fi nish third, their best result in the past three years. San Jose State fi nished a single shot behind second place.
shot shy of Campbell 
University’s 868 and 16 
shots behind Ball State’s 
tournament-winning 853.
In the team format, 
five golfers per college 
compete, with only the 
top four scores of each 
round counting toward 
the final tally.
Freshman Caleb Shetler 
finished highest for the 
Spartans, placing sixth in 
the 86-player field. 
Wortman and Jetter 
finished 13th and 44th, 
respectively, while senior 
Sean Yu finished 50th.
I think we learned a lot this week, a 
remarkable bit about who and what we 




Follow Brendan on Twitter
@BrendanCross93
British athlete brings his skills to SJSU
Junior midfielder 
Max Allen hopes to 
lead men’s soccer to 
an overdue victory 
in the Western 
Athletic Conference 
tournament, despite the 
team starting the 2019 
season with a six-game 
losing streak.
Despite the losses, 
Allen said the team is 
playing well.
“We are a talented 
bunch,” he said. “We 
have just been very 
unlucky at the moment.”
In its latest game 
against UC Davis on 
Saturday, the team 
fought through a 
scoreless first half 
before scoring a goal 
early in the second half. 
Then the team 
watched things fall apart 
as the Aggies scored 
three unanswered goals 
to take a 3-1 win.
Allen led the 
defensive line to 
prevent UC Davis from 
scoring during the 
first half, taking flying 
leaps to bump the ball 
away from Aggies while 
taking huge tumbles 
after crashing into 
other players.
Most players in 
the interior midfield 
get pushed around 
often, assistant coach 
Jonathan Lester said, 
“Especially if you are a 
player who is going to 
be on the ball a lot, like 
[Allen] likes to be.”
Although Allen is a 
technical player, Lester 
said he can be too 
emotional, allowing 
players to get into 
his head.
Head coach Simon 
Tobin said he is not 
surprised when Allen 
takes a beating, and 
that the Aggies pulled 
ahead in the second 
half partially because 
they gave him less 
time to react.
“[Allen] is the 
fulcrum at the base of 
our midfield and most 
things go through him,” 
Tobin said.
Allen hopes the 
Spartans can win a 
conference final after 
two seasons of reaching 
but not winning the 
Western Athletic 
Conference finals.
He said he looks 
forward to “getting what 
we deserve for how well 
we are playing.”
Al len  s t ar te d 
playing soccer with 
his father and brothers 
while growing up in 
Liverpool, and then 
played for Bolton 
Wanderers Football 
Club for about 8 years, 
starting when he 
was 11.
“It is just in our blood 
to play soccer,” he said. 
“Everyone loves it.”
Tobin said he invited 
Allen to play for SJSU 
after watching his team 
train in England.
Lester first met Allen 
when picking him 
from the airport and 
during their 30-minute 
conversation in the car 
he only understood 
four words Allen said.
“He has the most 
scouser, Liverpool 
accent I have ever heard 
in my life,” he said.
But that accent 
hasn’t  interfered 
with his interactions 
with teammates.
Allen said the team’s 
hard work in practice 
and the way his 
teammates live off the 
field determine how 
they play.
“The game on the 
weekend is just a cherry 
on the cake where 
everything comes 
together and that is the 
easy bit,” he said.
From the Spartans’ 
first practices with 
Allen, Lester said he 
saw that he is an ideal 
leader for the midfield.
During the game 
against UC Davis, Allen 
displayed his leadership 
skills by encouraging 
his teammates to look 
toward a possible 
comeback as Davis 
pulled ahead.
Allen is starting his 
third season with the 
Spartans and said older 
players are responsible 
for leading by example 
and helping the younger 
players improve.
“They are good 
players now but they 
are going to be even 
better players in a 
couple years,” he said.
Both Allen and his 
coaches acknowledged 
that soccer is a higher 
priority than classes 
for Allen.
Allen said he 
chose to major in 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
because it interests him, 
although not nearly as 
much as soccer.
“Finding a major was 
tough because I don’t 
really have any other 
passions other than 
soccer,” he said.
Coach Tobin said a 
degree would benefit 
Allen, whether he stays 
in the United States 
after graduation or goes 
back to England.
“There are 24 hours 
in a day. You’ve just 
got to make the most 
of what you have got,” 
Tobin said.
Lester described 
his work ethic as 
“phenomenal.
He said Allen’s 
defensive instincts have 
improved drastically 
since he first arrived 
at SJSU.
Allen hopes to play 
soccer professionally 
after graduating, either 
in the United States or 
in England.
“I am going to prove 
a couple people wrong 
that doubted me,” 
Allen said.
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Head coach Simon Tobin said that junior midfi elder Max Allen (pictured) is the 
“fulcrum” of the Spartans midfi eld and that most things would go through him.
